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Francis X. Pavy
Biography

A lifelong resident of Louisiana, Francis X Pavy was
born in Lafayette on March 2, 1954. As a child,
Francis studied art under the direction of Elemore
Morgan Jr. When he was 12, Pavy was an avid
photographer and set up a darkroom in the attic of
his parent’s house. In college he studied music,
ceramics, animation, painting, printmaking and
sculpture, graduating in 1976 with a Fine Arts
degree in Sculpture. In 1977, Pavy started working
in a glass shop, making leaded and beveled glass
windows. In 1982 he opened his own glass studio.
Pavy says of his time working with glass, “Designing
glass had a great impact upon my later painting
style. The linear quality of leaded glass design,
dealing with flat planes of color, and the simulation
of transmitted light were important elements | had in
my vision when | again approached painting.” He
adopted painting as his primary medium in 1985.

Since then, Pavy’s work has been well received regionally, nationally and internationally with one-man
exhibitions in New York, Los Angeles, Houston, Aspen, New Orleans as well as France and Switzerland. Pavy
has also participated in many notable group shows such as Outward Bound: American Art on the Brink of the
21st Century (traveling from the United States to Indonesia and the Middle East), Elvis And Marilyn: 2 Times
Immortal (traveling from the United States to Japan), Southern Narrative Painting (Southeast U.S.) and Invites:
Peintres Louisianais (Paris, France).

Eric Bookhart of Art Papers writes about Pavy’s work, “Pavy uses patterning and figurative
distortions to achieve mind-bending effects. With his deeply luminous tonalities, the end result
is like an unhinged formalism with a beautiful palette.”

In the New Orleans Art Review, Calvin Harland writes, “He, in my opinion, is already a rare artist to come out of
the Cajun world: meaning he is one of the very few artists of a similar Cajun heritage to have made in-depth
use of his native source material.”

Major corporations such as Brown-Ferguson Corporation, Premier, Bancorp, BMG Music, Capitol Records and
Rounder Records have collected Pavy’s work in addition to many museums and individual collectors. Notable
museums and individual collectors include: The New Orleans Museum of Art and the Morris Museum of Art,
Ron Howard, Lorne Michael, Paul Simon, Walker Percy, Prince Bandar of Saudi Arabia, Antoine de Caunes,
Philippe Djain and Steve Cropper.

Pavy’s work has been published in a variety of catalogs, books and magazine articles. Among them are: Elvis
& Marilyn: 2 Times Immortal (US & Japanese Editions), The South: A Treasury Of Art and Literature; Francis
X. Pavy, La Musique Zydeco: The Colors of Rhythm; and Outward Bound: American Art on the Brink of the
21st Century. His most recent publication, Francis Pavy: Forty Years, showcases four decades of vibrant work,
blending contemporary perspectives with deep-rooted local traditions of French Louisiana.

Francis X. Pavy lives with his wife and two children in Lafayette, Louisiana.
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McMurtrey Gallery, Houston, TX
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McMurtrey Gallery, Houston, TX

Arthur Roger Gallery, New Orleans, LA

Les Chanson De Mardi Gras, Galveston Arts Center, Galveston, TX 1997 Arthur Roger Gallery, New
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Galerie Espace Flon, Lausanne, Switzerland
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Swanson Cralle Gallery, Louisville, KY
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McMurtrey Gallery, Houston, TX

Arthur Roger Gallery, New Orleans, LA

Arthur Roger Gallery, New York, NY

Peinture De Francis Pavy Artiste De Louisiane, Gallery Les Francisicans, Rue de Croisic, Saint
Nazaire, France

McMurtrey Gallery, Houston, TX

Arthur Roger Gallery, New Orleans, LA

Peinture De Francis Pavy Artiste De Louisiane, En association avec le Transmusicales de Rennes,
Salon Jaune, Rennes, France

Barney Wyckoff Gallery, Aspen, CO

Simms Fine Art, New Orleans, LA

Fine Arts Building, Los Angeles, CA

B-1 Gallery, Santa Monica, CA

Four Guitars, St Tammany Parish Art Association, Covington, LA

J’ai Ete-Au Bal, Swanson Cralle Gallery, Louisville, KY

Swamp Pop, Barney Wyckoff Gallery, Aspen, CO
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Mythologies Louisianaises, Arthur Roger Gallery, New Orleans, LA
7808, 30th Anniversary Exhibition Arthur Roger Gallery, New Orleans, LA
Allons a Lafayette KK Projects, New Orleans, LA
Making it right N.O. Swanson Reed Contemporary, Louisville, KY
Sustained Winds Acadiana Center for the Arts Lafayette LA
Spirit of Place-Ogden Museum of Southern Art, New Orleans, LA
Come Back Group Exhibition, Arthur Roger Gallery, New Orleans, LA
Spirit of Place-Acadiana Center for the Arts Lafayette, LA
25th Anniversary Exhibition, Arthur Roger Gallery, New Orleans, LA
Outward Bound: American Art on the Brink of the Twenty first Century
The CIPTA Gallery, Jakarta Arts Center, Jakarta, Indonesia
The Metropolitan Museum, Manila, Philippines
The Singapore Art Museum, Singapore
Invites: Peintres Louisianais, 92e Salon Presented by the Maire de Paris and the Socieite
International des beaux-Arts (SIBA), Paris France
Outward Bound: American Art at the Brink of the Twenty-First Century,
White-Meyer Galleries, Meridian International Center, Washington D.C.
The Museum of Fine Arts, Hanoi Vietnam
The Painting Institute, Shanghai, China
The Working People’s Cultural Palace, Bejing, China
Louisiana Visual Artist Fellowship Exhibit
Southeastern University, Clark Hall Gallery, Houma, LA
Alexandria Museum, Alexandria, LA
Loyola University, New Orleans, LA
New Orleans Triennial, New Orleans Museum of Art, New Orleans, LA
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20th Anniversary Exhibition, Arthur Roger Gallery, New Orleans, LA

Elvis + Marilyn: 2X Immortal, Contemporary Art Museum, Houston, TX, traveling exhibition (1994-
1998)

The Colors of Rhythm, Contemporary Arts Center, New Orleans, LA

Body and Soul: Contemporary Southern Figures
The Mobile Museum of Art, Mobile, AL
The Cummer Museum of Art, Jacksonville, FL

Body and Soul: Contemporary Southern Figures
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The Mississippi Museum of Art, Jackson, MS
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Cast in Glass, Gallery 1/0, New Orleans, LA
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New Regional Painting, Moody Gallery, University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL

[-49, Alexandria Art Museum, Alexandria, LA

Louisiana in Black Light, Tulane University, New Orleans, LA

Tattooed Walls, A Drawing Performance, Historic New Orleans Collection, sponsored by the
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Artists' Alliance Members Annual, Artists’ Alliance Gallery, Lafayette, LA

Fresh From Down the Road, New Orleans Historic Collection Building, sponsored by the
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Introductions, Contemporary Arts Center, New Orleans, LA
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Red Bean Annual Union Gallery, University of Southwestern LA, Lafayette, LA
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Jonathan Mayers, Mythologies Louisianaises. New Orleans: Arthur Roger Gallery, Aug 2018

John Kemp, Expressions of Place: The Contemporary Louisiana Landscape. Jackson: University Press of
Mississippi, 2017
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Too Many Women in the Room, Americana (A&M) (cover)

Dark Sneak Love Action, Tom Tom Club, Sire Records (cover)
Cindy Lou, C.C. Adcock, Island Records (45 cover)

La Vie Marron, The Runaway Life -- File Green Linnet

Territory, Alvin Youngblood Hart -- Hannibal HNCD 1431
Rampart Street Rumba -Hannibal Records HNCD 1464
Absolutely the Best of Cajun & Zydeco Fuel 2000 Records
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